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had before, as they see a good or ill example in those they serve, we should have much better masters and mistresses than we have, and more religious servants too.
Fir. Niece. That's very true, and it were to be wished it were well observed. But since it is not always so, I cannot reconcile it to common reasoning, that we should take servants of any principles or opinion of religion, but such as we profess ourselves.
Aunt. If it can be avoided.
Fir. Niece. Certainly, it may be avoided if we will.
Sec. Niece. You would except such as, being ignorant and untaught, profess themselves willing to come into religious families that they may be guided into good things by teaching and example.
Fir. Niece. Yes, I do except such; for such are to be moulded this way or that, as Providence casts them into religious or irreligious families.
Aunt. We agree in that part exactly; and indeed, were I to choose, I would rather take a servant who, being ignorant in religious matters, was yet sober, and willing to be instructed : I say, much rather than take one fixed in his or her religious opinion, and that opinion differing from my own.
Fir. Niece. Indeed, madam, I am positive in that point; I cannot go from it; I would not take one that differed from me in opinion in religion by any means; no, upon no account at all; it is attended with nothing but confusion in the family: I would almost as soon take a loose profane wench, that owned no religion at all: I have seen so much of it, and found such inconveniences in having religious quarrels and differences in the family by it, that I think 'tis unsufferable: I told you the story of our poor negro, that would turn Christian: we had one